REMARKS 

Reconsideration of this patent application is respectfully 
requested in view of the foregoing amendments, and the following 
remarks . 

The amendments to the claims are as follows. Claim 1 has 
been amended to change "with the following steps" to read 
^comprising the^ following steps . " 

Also claim 1 was amended to recite the following step: 

«- drying the molded articles within 0.5 to 12 hours at 
temperatures of 40'» C up to 150° C" . 



support for this step is found in original claim 7 for the 
drying time of 0.5 to 12 hours. Support for the drying 
temperature of 40» C up to 150° C is found in original claim 5. 
support for this drying time range and this drying temperature 
range is also found in the paragraph bridging pages 9 and 10 of 
the present Specification. 

Claims 2 to 26 have been amended to cancel the phrase 
"Characterized in that" and to replace it by the word "wherein. 
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Claim 27 has been amended to include a minor typographical 
revision. Also claims 5, 1.. 10, 15, 18, 20 and 22 have been 
amended to cancel the phrase »in particular" which was objected 
to by the Patent Examiner. 

For all these reasons, all the claims are now believed to be 
in complete compliance with the requirements of 35 U.S.C. 112. 
Withdrawal of this ground of rejection is respectfully requested. 

The Applicants comment upon the prior art rejection of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103 as follows. 

The present invention is directed to a method for producing 
shaped, activated charcoal comprising the following steps: 

grinding one or more carbon-bearing materials; 

- homogeneously mixing the milled carbon-bearing 
material with a water-containing bind agent or a 
mixture of several binding agents, of which at 
least one contains water; 

- shaping the mixture consisting of carbon-bearing 
material and binding agent into molded articles; 
drying the molded articles before the 
carbonization to set the grain structure to up to 
an overall water weight of ^ 3% by wt.; 
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- drying the molded articles within 0.5 to 12 hours 
at temperatures of 40 up to 150 ©C; 

- carbonizing the molded articles, and 

- activating the molded articles by means of an 
activation gas. 

The claims were rejected as being unpatentable over DE 44 16 
576 (Brautigam) . With regard to Brautigam, an amended claim 1 
has been filed which distinguishes over the prior art. Contrary 
to the teachings of the prior art, the claimed invention relates 
to drying the molded articles at temperatures of 40oC to 170oC, 
in particular SO^C to ISO^c, within 0.2 to 12 hours, in 
particular with 0.5 to 6 hours. The prior art DE 44 16 576 
differs from the invention in that the prior art drying process 
is performed at temperatures of ISO^C to 250<3C within 10 to 25 
minutes . 

Therefore claim 1 has been amended to recite that the drying 
process is perfotTtied at temperatures of 40oC to ISO^C within 0.5 
to 12 hours. 

Although DE 44 165 76 discloses drying the molded articles 
at temperatures of ISOoC to 250oC within 10 to 25 minutes, the 
essence of the invention is based on the facts, that according to 
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. .he drying process is performed at lower 
,he invenc.on, the dryi ^^^^.^^^ 

temperatures over a longer- re^.red time. 

. „, the invention taking into account all 
no suggestion of the 

features of the drying process according 



invention. 



.he present invention has further distinction ^er ^ 
,rior art as set forth in the description .see page 10. 
paragraph, of the present Specification, as follows. 

.entled^ing process. wMc.ca.es the .olded articles 

■ ii„ fixed, in addition, Initaal 
to become inecbanically fixed. 

. .ion reactions between the sugar ^.lecules of 

^articular whan using 

the binding agent taice pxa 

Classes as the Mndln. agent, .s a result, the 
mechanical fixing of the «ld.d article Is also 
accompanied by a chemical solidification due to drying. 

claims 1 to 27 are pending and have been 
Xh summary, claims ^^^.^^^^ ^^^^ 

amended, m view of these amendn«nts. 



the present invention, and all of the claims, are patentable 
\ander 35 U.S.C. 103 over all the prior art cited by the Patent 
Examiner. A prompt notification of allowability is respectfully 
requested. 



Respectfully sxibmitted. 



COLLARD & ROE, P.C. 




1077 Northern Boulevard Edward R.Freedman,Reg.No.26, 048 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the U.S. 
Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner 
of Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandri^a, VA ^13-y^450, on July 2003. 




Maria Guastella 



R:\Pateat:s\G\GUDERIAK ET AL PCT\AMDMT IN RESPONSE TO FOA.wpdCK 



1L\Pttaia\CUjUI>ERIAN ST AL ?CT\AMDMT IN RESPONSE TO FOA.wpd 



-13- 



